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Task 1 – Cultural awareness

As part of the speaking exam at A level, you will learn how to analyse texts and infer meaning. Sometimes 
people imply meaning rather than saying things directly and when you understand the culture, this can 
further help to improve your comprehension. 

We are going to look at a song by a band called Bomba Estéreo. Complete the following tasks: 

a) Go online and find out as much as you can about Bomba Estéreo, including where they are from, when 
they were formed, whether they have ever performed in the UK, which festivals they have performed at, 
and where and when they are due to play this summer. 

b) Watch the video for the song Soy yo (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bxWxXncl53U). Does the video 
help you to understand what the message of the song might be? If so, what do you think the (implied) 
message is? 
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Me caí, me paré, caminé, me subí

Me fui contra la corriente y también me perdí
Fracasé, me encontré, lo viví y aprendí
Cuando te pegas fuerte más profundo es el beat, sí

Sigo bailando y escribiendo mis letras
Sigo cantando con las puertas abiertas
Atravesando por todas estas tierras
Y no hay que viajar tanto pa encontrar la respuesta

Y no te preocupes si no te aprueban
Cuando te critiquen, tú solo di
Soy yo
Soy yo
Soy yo (soy, soy, soy, soy, soy, soy, soy)
Soy yo (yo, yo, yo, yo, yo, yo, yo)

Sigo caminando y sigo riendo
Hago lo que quiero y muero en el intento
A nadie le importa lo que estoy haciendo
Lo único que importa es lo que está por dentro
A mí me gusta estar en la arena

Bañarme en el mar sin razón, sin problema
Estar sentada sin hacer nada
Mirando de lejos y estar relajada

Y no te preocupes si no te aprueban
Cuando te critiquen, tú solo di
Soy yo
Soy yo
Soy yo (soy, soy, soy, soy, soy, soy, soy)
Soy yo (yo, yo, yo, yo, yo, yo, yo)

Soy así, soy así, soy así (relaja)
Y tú ni me conoces a mí (bien relaja)
Soy así, soy así, soy así (relaja)
Y tú ni me conoces a mí (bien relaja)
You know what I mean? You know what I mean?

Sí, papá
(Relajá, bien relajá) Y no te preocupes si no te aprueban
(Relajá, bien relajá) Cuando te critiquen, tú solo di

Soy yo
Soy yo
Soy yo (soy, soy, soy, soy, soy, soy, soy)
Soy yo (yo, yo, yo, yo, yo, yo, yo)

En la cama
Relajá
Con mi encanto
Con pijama, soy yo

Así soy yo
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Task 2 – grammatical focus

In the song Soy yo there are several examples of the gerund. This is the 
form of the verb which corresponds to ‘-ing’ in English, and which is 
commonly used with the verb ESTAR to say what is happening right 
now: 

- estoy estudiando = I am studying 
- están conversando = they are chatting 
- estábamos comiendo = we were eating 

We usually form the gerund like this: 

-andoremove –ar and add:Verbs ending in –AR
-iendoremove –er / -ir and add:Verbs ending in –ER / -IR
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Complete these sentences with the gerund of the verb given, 
and translate into English:
EXAMPLE: Estoy viendo el partido. (ver)
= I’m watching the match

1. Ella está ____________ una canción. 
(escuchar)

2. No estamos ____________. 
(bromear) 

3. Mi mejor amigo está ___________ 
mucho. (aprender)

4. Estaban _____________ allí. (vivir)
5. ¿Qué estáis ___________? (hacer)

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________
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Now please highlight all the examples of the 
gerund you can find in the song, and look up what 
it means if you use ‘sigo’ before a gerund.

Finally, not all verbs follow this pattern:

Look up irregular gerunds in Spanish, and write down a list of at least 5:
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

-andoremove –ar and addVerbs ending in –AR
-iendoremove –er / -ir and addVerbs ending in –ER / -IR
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Task 3 - Film Critique

Watch a Hispanic film, you can use an online platform such as Netflix or 
borrow one from the library in the Forum. Then write a critique of the film in 
Spanish.
Include:
- Who directed it and what other films they have directed
- When and where it is set
- A description of the main theme and plot
- Your opinion of the actors
- Your opinion of the special effects/director's techniques/ soundtrack
- What you thought were the best and the worst aspects of the film
- If you would recommend the film to the rest of the class and why

There is some language help on the next slide
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